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CHAPTER 8

THE FIRST GREAT MOTIVE CONTINUED.

WE come now to the second part of the office of this High Priest, and to
show how he performeth that. In order to which, I must, as I did with
reference to the first, show you what things, as preparatory, were to precede
the execution of it.

We have here, as you see, our Passover sacrificed for us, for our
encouragement to come to the throne of grace; and now let us look to it, as
it is presented in the holiest of all, and to the order of its being so presented.

First, then, before there was any thing further done, I mean, by this High
Priest, as to a further application of his offering, the judgment of God was
waited for by him, with respect to his estimation of what was already done,
that is, how that was regarded by him; the which he declared to the full by
raising him from the dead. For in that he was raised from the dead, when
yet he died for our sins, it is evident that his offering was accepted, or
esteemed of value sufficient to effect that for the which it was made a
sacrifice, which was for our sins: this, therefore, was in order to his being
admitted into heaven. God, by raising him from the dead, justified his
death, and counted it sufficient for the saving of the world. And this Christ
knew would be the effect of his death, long before he gave himself a
ransom, where he saith, ÒThisalso shall please the Lord better than an ox or
bullock, that has horns and hoofs.Ó And again, ÒFor the Lord God will help
me; therefore I shall not be confounded: therefore I have set my face like a
flint, and I know that I shall not be ashamed. He is near that justifieth me;
who will contend with me? Let us stand together: who is mine adversary?
let him come near me. Behold, the Lord God will help me, who is he that
shall condemn me? Lo, they all shall wax old as a garment; the moth shall
eat them up.Ó All this is the work of the Lord God, his Father, and he had
faith therein, as I said before. And since it was God who was to be
appeased, it was requisite that he should be heard in the matter, namely,
whether he was pacified or no; the which he has declared, I say, in raising
him from the dead.

And this the Apostles, both Paul and Peter, insinuate, when they ascribe his
resurrection to the power of another, rather than to his raising of himself,
saying, ÒThis Jesus hath God raised up;Ó ÒGod hath raised him up from the
dead;Ó“But God raised him up from the dead,Ó and the like. I say,
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therefore, that God, by raising up Christ from the dead, hath said, that thus
far his offering pleased him, and that he was content.

But lest the world, being besotted by sin, should not rightly interpret
actions; therefore God added to his raising him up from the dead, a solemn
exposing him to view, not to all men, but to such as were faithful, and that
might be trusted with the communicating of it to others. ªHim,º saith Peter,
“God raised from the dead, and showed him openly; not to all the people,
but unto witnesses chosen before of God, even to us, who did eat and drink
with him after he rose from the dead.º

And this was requisite, not that it added any thing to the value and worth of
his sacrifice; but for the help of the faith of them that were to have eternal
salvation by him. And it is for this cause that Paul so enlargeth upon this
very thing, that there were them that could testify, that God had raised him
up from the dead, namely, that men might see that God was well pleased,
and that they had encouragement to come boldly by him to the throne of
grace for mercy. And this exposing him to view, was not for the length of a
surprising or dazzling moment, but days and nights, to the number of no
less than forty; and that to the self-same persons, namely, the Apostles
whom he had chosen; “To whom also,º says the text, “heshowed himself
alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty
days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God.º

Thus God, therefore, being willing more abundantly to show him unto the
world, ordered this great season betwixt his resurrection and ascension, that
the world might see that they had ground to believe an atonement was made
for sin.

But again, a third thing that was to precede the execution of the second part
of his priestly office, was the manner and order of his going into the holiest;
I say, the manner and order of his going. He was to go thither in that robe,
of which mention was made before, that is, in the virtue of his obedience,
for it was that which was to make his way for him, as now sprinkled with
his blood. He was to go thither with a noise, which the Holy Ghost calls a
shout, saying, “God is gone up with a shout, the Lord with the sound of a
trumpet.º This was prefigured by the bells, as I said, which did hang on the
borders of AaronÕs garments. This shout seems to signify the voice of men
and angels, and this trumpet the voice and joy of God; for so it says, he
shall descend. ªFor the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God;” even as
he ascended and went up; for AaronÕs bells were to be heard when he went
into, and when he came out of the holy place. But what men were to ascend
with him, but, as was said before, the men that came out of their graves
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after his resurrection? and what angels, but those that ministered to him
there in the day of his humiliation? As for the evil ones, he then rode in
triumph over their heads, and crushed them as captives with his chariot
wheels. ªHe is ascended on high, he has led captivity captive, he has
received gifts for men.º

Thus, then, he ascended unto, into, the holy paradise, where he was waited
for of a multitude of the heavenly host, and of thousands of millions of the
spirits of just men made perfect. So approaching the highest heavens, the
place of the special presence of God, he was bid sit down at his right hand,
in token that, for his sufferings'  sake, God had made him the highest of
every creature, and given him a name above every name, and commanded
that at the name of Jesus now all things in heaven should bow, and
promised that at the day of judgment all on earth, and under it, should bow
too, to the glory of God the Father.

Thus he presented himself on our behalf unto God, a sacrifice of a sweet-
smelling savor, in which God resteth forever; for the blood of this sacrifice
has always with him a pleasing and prevailing voice. It cannot be denied; it
cannot be outweighed by the heaviness, circumstances, or aggravations of
any sin whatsoever, of them that come unto God by him. He is always, as I
said before, in the midst of the throne, and before the throne, a Lamb as it
had been slain, now appearing in the presence of God for us. Of the manner
of his intercession, whether it is vocal or virtual, whether by voice of
mouth, or merit of deed, or both, I will not determine. We know but little
here, how things are done in heaven, and we may soon be too carnal, or
fantastical in our apprehensions. Intercession he makes; that is, he manages
the efficacy and worth of his suffering with God for us, and is always
prevalent in his thus managing his merits on our behalf. And as to the
manner, though it be in itself infinitely beyond what we can conceive while
here; yet God hath stooped to our weakness, and so expressed himself in
this matter, that we might somewhat, though but childishly, apprehend him.
And we do not amiss, if we conceive as the word of God hath revealed; for
the Scriptures are the green poplar, hazel, and the chesnut rods that lie in the
gutters where we should come to drink; all the difficulty is, in seeing the
white streaks, the very mind of God there, that we may conceive by it.

But the text says he prayeth in heaven, he makes intercession there. Again,
it saith, his blood speaks; and consequently, why may not his groans, his
tears, his sighs, and strong cries, which he uttered here in the days of his
flesh? I believe they do, and have a strong voice with God for the salvation
of his people. He may then intercede both vocally and virtually; virtually to
be sure he does, and we are allowed so to apprehend, because the text
suggesteth such a manner of intercession to us: and because our weakness
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will not admit us to understand fully the thing as it is, our belief that he
makes intercession for us, has also the advantage of being purged from its
filthiness by his intercession, and we shall be saved thereby, because we
have relied upon his blood shed, and the prevalency of the worthiness of it
with God for us; though as to this circumstance, the manner of his
interceding, we should be something at a loss.

The word says, that we have yet but the image of heavenly things, or of
things in the heavens. I do not at all doubt, but that many of those that were
saved before Christ came in the flesh, though they were as to the main right,
and relied upon him to the saving of their souls, yet came far short of the
knowledge of many of the circumstances of his suffering for them. Did
they all know that he was to be betrayed of Judas? that he was to be
scourged of the soldiers? that he was to be crowned with thorns? that he
was to be crucified between two thieves, and to be pierced till blood and
water came out of his side? or that he was to be buried in Joseph' s
sepulcher? I say, did all that were saved by faith that he was to come and die
for them, understand these, with many more circumstances that were
attendants of him to death? It would be rude to think so; because for it we
have neither Scripture nor reason.

Even so, we now that believe that he ever liveth to make intercession for us,
are also very short of understanding the manner or mode of his so
interceding. Yet we believe that he died, and that his merits have a voice
with God for us; yea, that he manages his own merits before God in a way
of intercession for us, far beyond what we, while here, are able to conceive.

The Scripture saith that all the fullness of the Godhead dwells in him bodily.
It also saith that he is the mercy-seat, that is, the throne of God; and yet
again, that he sits on the right hand of the throne.

These things are so far from being comprehended by the weakest, that they
strain the wits and parts of the strongest; yet there is a heavenly truth in all.
Heavenly things are not easily believed, no not of believers themselves,
while here on earth; and when they are, they are so but weakly and infirmly.

I believe that the very appearing of Christ before God, is an intercession as a
priest, as well as a plea of an advocate; and I believe again, that his very life
there is an intercession there, a continual intercession.

But there is yet something further to be said Christ Ñ  the humanity of
Christ, if in it dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; how then
appears, he before him to make intercession? Or if Christ is the throne of
grace, and mercy-seat, how doth he appear before God as sitting there, to
sprinkle that now with his blood? Again, if Christ be the altar of incense,
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how stands he as a priest by that altar to offer the prayers of all saints
thereon, before the throne?

That all this is written, is true; and that it is all truth, is as true: but that it is
all understood by every, one that is saved, I do not believe is true. I mean,
so understood, as that they could all reconcile the seeming contradictions
that are in the Scripture.

There are, therefore, three lessons that God has set us, to the perfecting of
our understanding in the mysteries of God

1. Letters.

2. Words.

3. Meanings.

1. Letters. I call the ceremonial law so; for there all is  set forth distinctly,
every thing by itself, as letters are to children. There you have a priest, a
sacrifice, an altar, a holy place, a mercy-seat; and all distinctly.

2. Now in the gospel, these letters are put all in a word, and Christ is that
Word, that Word of God' s mind; and therefore the gospel makes Christ
that priest, Christ that sacrifice, Christ that altar, Christ that holy place,
Christ that throne of grace, and all; for Christ is all. All these meet in him,
as several letters meet in one word.

3. Next to the word, you have the meaning; and the meaning is more
difficult to be learned than either the letters or the word; and therefore the
perfect understanding of that is reserved till we arrive to a higher form, till
we arrive to a perfect man. ªAnd when that which is perfect is come, that
knowledge which is in part shall be done away.º Meantime our business is
to learn to bring the letters into a word Ñ  to bring the ceremonies to Christ,
and to make them terminate in him; I mean, to find the priesthood in Christ,
the sacrifice in Christ, the altar in Christ, the throne of grace in Christ, and
also God in Christ reconciling the world unto himself by him. And if we
can learn this well, while here, we shall not at all be blamed; for this is the
utmost lesson set us, namely, to learn Christ, as we find him revealed in the
gospel. ªI determined,º saith Paul, ªnot to know any thing among you,
save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.º And Christians, after some time, I
mean those that pray, and pry into the word well, do attain to some good
measure of knowledge of him. It is life eternal to know him, as he is to be
known here, as he is to be known by the holy Scriptures. Keep then close to
the Scriptures, and let thy faith obey the authority of them, and thou wilt be
sure to increase in faith. ªFor therein is the righteousness of God revealed
from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith.º
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Believe then that Christ died, was buried, rose again, ascended, and ever
liveth to make intercession for thee; and take heed of prying too far, for in
mysteries men soon lose their way. It is good, therefore, that thou rest in
this, namely, that he doth so, though thou canst not tell how he doth it. A
man at court gets by his intercession a pardon for a man in the country; and
the party concerned, after he hath intelligence of it, knows that such a one
hath obtained his pardon, and that by his interceding; but for all that, he may
be ignorant of his methods of intercession; and so are we, at least in part, of
Christ.

The meaning then is, that I should believe, that for Christ' s sake God will
save me, since he has justified me with his blood. ªBeing justified by his
blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him;º through his
intercession, or through his coming between the God whom I have
offended, and me a poor sinner; through his coming between with the voice
of his blood and merits, which speak on my behalf to God, because that
blood was shed for me, and because those merits, in the benefit of them, are
made over to me by an act of the grace of God, according to his eternal
covenant made with Christ. This is what I know of his intercession; I mean
with reference to the act itself, that is, how he makes intercession. And since
all the fullness of the Godhead dwells in him bodily, and since he also is the
holiest of all, and the rest of God forever; it has been some scruple to me,
whether it be not too carnal to imagine as if Christ stood distinct in his
humanity Ñ  distinct, I say, as to space, from the Father, as sitting upon a
throne, and as so presenting his merits, and making vocal prayers for the
life and salvation of his people. The more true meaning in my apprehension
is, that the presence and worth of the human nature, being with the divine,
yea, taken into union with God forever, for the service that was done for
God by it in the world, in reconciling his elect unto him, is still, and ever
will be, so deserving in his sight, as to prevail (I know not how to express
it) with the divine nature, (in whom alone is a power to subdue all
impossibilities to itself,) to preserve those so reconciled to eternal life.

When I speak of the human nature, I mean the man Christ, not bereft of
sense and reason, nor of the power of willing and acting; but thus I mean,
that the human nature so terminates in the will of the divine; and again, the
will of the divine so terminates, as to saving sinners, in the merit and will of
the human, that what the Father would, the Son wills; and what the Son
wills, the Father acquiesces in forever. And this the Son wills, and his will
is backed with infinite merit, in which also the Father rests Ñ  that those, all
those whom the Father hath given him, be with him where he is, that they
may behold his glory. And now I am come to the will and affections of our
High Priest.
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This leads me to the second head of this topic, namely, to his natural
qualifications. And,

1. This is one thing that I would urge, He is not of a nature foreign to that of
man. The angels love us well, but they are not so capable of sympathizing
with us in our distresses, because they are not partakers of our nature.

Nature hath a peculiar sympathy in it: now he is naturally one with us, sin
only excepted; and that is our advantage too. He is man as we are; flesh and
blood as we are; born of a woman, and in all points made like unto us, that
excepted which the Holy Ghost excepteth. ªForasmuch then as the children
are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the
same.º ªFor verily he took not on him the nature of angels, but he took on
him the seed of Abraham.º This doth qualify him much; for as I said
before, there is a sympathy in nature. A man will not be so affected with the
hurt that comes to a beast, as he naturally will with the hurt that comes to a
man: a beast will be more affected with those attempts that are made upon
its own kind to hurt it, than it will be with those that are made upon man:
wherefore? why, there is a sympathy in nature. Now that Christ the High
Priest of the house of God, is naturally one with us, you see the Scriptures
plainly affirm ªGod sent forth his Son, made of a woman:º he was ªmade
of the seed of David, according to the flesh;º the fathers, ªof whom, as
concerning the flesh, Christ came,º etc.; and this must needs tend to make
him a well qualified high priest. We will not now speak of the necessity of
his taking upon him the human nature, namely, that he might destroy him
that had the power of death, that is the devil, and deliver his people; for that
would be here too much beside our matter, and be a diversion to the reader:
we are now upon his high priest' s office, and of those natural qualifications
that attend him, as to that; and I say, nature is a great qualification, because
in nature there is sympathy; and where there is sympathy, there will be a
provocation to help, a provocation to help, with jealousy and indignation
against those that afflict.

A bear robbed of her whelps is not more provoked, than is the Lord Jesus,
when there are means used to make them miss of life eternal, for whom he
hath died, and for whom he ever lives to make intercession. But,

2. As there is natural sympathy in Christ to those for whom he is an High
Priest, so there is relative sympathy. He has not only taken to, or upon, him
our nature, but he is become one brotherhood with us. Now you know
brotherhood will carry a man further than nature; so then, when nature and
relation meet, there is a double obligation. ªNow, both he that sanctifieth,º
which is Christ, ªand they who are sanctified,º his saints, ªareall of one;º
which is God; they are all of God, as children of a Father: ªfor which cause
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he is not ashamed to call them brethren, saying, I will declare thy name unto
my brethren; in the midst of the church will I sing praise unto thee.º Now a
relation is much, and a natural relation most of all. Why, here is a natural
relation betwixt Christ the High Priest, and those for whom he ever liveth to
make intercession; a natural relation, I say, and that with respect to the
humanity, which is the nature subject to affliction and distress. ªForasmuch
then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself
likewise took part of the same.º So then it is for a brother that he is
engaged, for a brother that he doth make intercession.

When Gideon knew by the confession of Zeba and Zalmunna, that the men
whom they slew at Tabor were his brethren, his fury came into his face, and
he sware they should therefore die. Relation is a great matter. And therefore
it is said again, “In all things it behooved him to be made like unto his
brethren, that he might be a merciful high priest.º A brother is born for
adversity; and a brother will go far.

This therefore is a second thing, or another qualification, with which Christ
Jesus is furnished to be an High Priest: He is a brother; there is a brotherly
relation betwixt him and us; therefore by virtue of this relation he maketh
intercession for us more affectionately.

3. There is another thing in Christ Jesus that makes him naturally of an
excellent qualification with reference to his priesthood for us, and that is, the
temptations and infirmities wherewith he was exercised in the days of his
humiliation. It is true, temptations and infirmities strictly considered, are
none of our nature; no more are they of his; but yet, if it be proper to say
temptations and afflictions have a nature, his and ours, were naturally the
same; and that in all points too; for so says the Scripture: “Hewas in all
points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.º Are we tempted to distrust
God? so was he. Are we tempted to murder ourselves? so was he. Are we
tempted, with the bewitching vanities of this world? so was he. Are we
tempted to commit idolatry, and to worship the devil? so was he. So that
herein we also were alike; yea from his cradle to his cross he was a man of
sorrows and acquainted with grief' s, a man of afflictions through the whole
course of his life.

And observe it, he was made so, or subjected thereto by the ordinance of
God; nay, farther, it behooved him to be made so, that is, to be made like
unto us in all things, the better to capacitate him to the work of his
priesthood, with the more bowels and compassion. We will read to you the
text, “Wherefore in all things it behooved him to be made like unto his
brethren, that he might be (qualified to be) a merciful and faithful high priest
in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people.
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For in that he himself hath suffered, being tempted, he is able to succor
them that are tempted.º

See here how he is qualified, and to what end. He was tempted as we are,
suffered by temptations as we do, ªinall points like as we are;º that he
might be sympathizing, ªthat he might be a merciful and faithful high
priest, in things pertaining to God,º to make up the difference that is made
by sin, between God and his people; ªto make reconciliation for the sins of
the people.º

Yea, he, by being tempted, and by suffering as he did, is prepared and
enabled so to do; “for in that he himself hath suffered, being tempted, he is
able to succor them that are tempted.º

Wherefore, I also call this qualification both natural and necessary Natural,
because in kind the same with ours; that is, his temptations were the sane
with ours; the same in nature, the same in design, the same as to their own
natural tendency; for their natural tendency was to have ruined both him and
us, but God prevented. They also were necessary, though not of
themselves, yet made so by him that can bring good out of evil, and light
out of darkness; made so, I say, to us, for whose sakes they were suffered
to assault and afflict him, namely, that he might be able to be merciful,
faithful, and succoring to us.

4. Another qualification with which our High Priest is furnished, for the
better fitting him to make intercession for us, is, that he is our Head, and
that we are his members. To be a member is more than to be of the same
nature, or the nearest of relations, that excepted. So then now he makes
intercession for his own self, for his own body, and for the several
members of his body. The high priest under the law did use to offer up
sacrifice for himself; first for himself, for his own sins, and then for the
errors of the people. I will not say that Christ had any sin that was
personally, or by his act, his own; for that would be to blaspheme the name
of that Holy One; but yet I will say, he made the sins of the people his own;
yea, God the Father made them his; those also for whom he ever liveth to
make intercession, are united to him, made members of his body, of his
flesh, and of his bones; and so are part of himself.

But we are now about his natural qualifications, and this is one; that they for
whom he ever liveth to make intercession are his members, the members of
his body. “We are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones:º so
saith the word. Wherefore here is a near concern, for that his church is part
of himself; it is his own concern, it is for his own flesh: ªnever man yet
hated his own flesh, but nourisheth and cherisheth it.º Things are thus
spoken, because of the infirmity of our flesh. So that had Christ no love to
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us as we are sinners, yet because we are part of himself, he cannot but care
for us, Ð  nature puts him upon it; yea, and the more infirm and weak we
are, the more he is touched with the feeling of our infirmities, the more he is
afflicted for us. ªFor we have not an high priest which cannot be touched
with the feeling of our infirmities.º He at no time loseth this his fellow
feeling; because he always is our Head, and we the members of his body. I
will add, the infirm member is most cared for, most pitied, most watched
over to be kept from harms, and most consulted for.

I love to play the child with little children, and have learned something by so
doing. I have met with a child that has had a sore finger, yea, so sore as to
be altogether useless; and not only so, but by reason of its infirmity, has
been a hindrance to the use of all the fingers that have been upon that hand.
Then have I begun to bemoan the child, and said, ªAlas! my poor boy, or
girl, has got a sore finger?” ªAh!º quoth the child, with water in its eyes,
who hath come to me to be bemoaned. Then I have begun to offer to touch
the sore finger. ªOh!º saith the child, ªpray do not hurt me.” I then have
replied, ªCanst thou do nothing with this finger?º ªNo,º saith the child,
ªnor with this hand either.º Then have I said, ªShall we cut off this finger,
and buy my child a better, a brave golden finger?º At this the child has
started, stared in my face, gone back from me, and entertained a kind of
indignation against me, and has no more cared to be intimate with me.

Then have I begun to make some use of that good sermon which this little
child has preached unto me; and thus have I gone on: ªIf membership be so
dear, if this child has such tenderness to the most infirm, and the most
useless of its members: if it counts me its friend no longer than while I have
a mouth to bemoan, and carriages that show tenderness to this useless
finger; what an interest doth membership give one in the body, and what
compassion hath the soul for such a useless thing, because it is a member?º
And turning all this over to Jesus Christ, then instead of matter and
corruption, there presently comes honey to me out of the child' s sore finger.
I take leave to tell you now how I use to play. And though I have told this
tale upon so grave a truth as is the membership of Christians with their
Head, yet bear with me. No child can be so tender of its sore finger, as is
the Son of God of his afflicted members; he cannot but be touched with the
feeling of our infirmities.

Ah! who would not make many supplications, prayers, and intercessions, for a
leg, for an eye, for a foot, for a hand, for a finger, rather than they will lose it!
And can it be imagined, that Christ alone shall be like the foolish ostrich,
hardened against its young, yea, against his members? It cannot be.



116

Should he lose a member, he would be disfigured, maimed, dismembered,
imperfect, next to monstrous; for his body is called his fullness, yea, ªthe
fullness of him that filleth all in all.º This therefore shows you that Christ as
high priest has naturally a respect for those for whom he ever liveth to make
intercession; yea an unfathomable respect for them, because they are his
members.

5. But again, when nature, relation, and membership are urged to show the
fit qualifications wherewith Christ is endued, I intend not to intimate as if
the bottom of all lay here; for then it might be urged, that one imperfect has
all these; for who knows not that sinful man has all these qualifications in
him, towards his nature, relations, and members? I have therefore, as I said,
thus discoursed, only for demonstration' s sake, and to suit myself to the
infirmity of your flesh. I might come, in the next place, to tell you, that
Jesus Christ our High Priest is thus, with reference to other designs. We are
his purchase, and he counts us so; his jewels, and he counts us so; his estate
real, and he counts us so. And you know, a man will do much, speak
much, intercede much, and long for that which he is interested in.

But we will come to speak more particularly of the exceeding excellency of
his natural qualifications, and show you, that he hath such as are peculiar to
himself alone, and that we are concerned in them.

1. First, then, He is Holy, and so a suitable High Priest. There is a holiness
that sets further from, and a holiness that brings one nearer to, and to be
concerned the more with, the condition of those in affliction; and that
holiness is that which is entailed to office. When a man is put into an office,
the more unholy he is, the worse he performs his office; and the more holy,
the better he performs his office. For his holiness obliges him to be faithful
unto men, wherein he is concerned by his office. Hence you read, that he is
a ªfaithful High Priest,º because he is a holy one, and ªsuch an High Priest
became us, who is holy,º etc. ªGood and upright is the Lord, (Jehovah,
Jesus Christ,) therefore he will teach sinners in the way.º ªHe that ruleth
over men must be just, ruling in the fear of God.º I mention these texts to
show you, that holiness, when entailed to office, makes a man do that office
the better. Now then, Christ is holy, and he is called, and made of God a
High Priest, after the order of Melchisedec, and is to manage that his office
for thee with God; that is to say, to continue to make reconciliation for
iniquity; for that iniquity that cleaveth unto thee, and that breaketh out, or
issueth from thy flesh, after thou art called and converted. For we are now
upon the second part, of the execution of the priesthood of Christ: that
which he executeth, I say Ð  and by executing takes away the iniquity of our
holy things and of our life Ð  after our turning to God by him. Now he that
is to do this, is holy, and so one that will make conscience of performing
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that office for us, with which he is entrusted of God. Hence, he is set in
opposition to those high priests that had infirmities, that were not holy Ð
and upon this very account preferred above them. ªFor the law maketh men
high priests which have infirmity; but the word of the oath, which was since
the law, maketh the Son, (High Priest,) who is consecrated, (perfected, or
holy,) for evermore.º

This, therefore, is a great thing, namely, that we have an High Priest that is
holy, and so one that will not fail to perform to the utmost the trust
committed to him on our behalf, that is, to offer both gifts and sacrifices for
sin: this is one thing.

2. There is added to this of his holiness another; and that is, Harmlessness.
ªFor such an High Priest became us, who is holy, harmless.º A harmful
man, when he is in office, oh, how much mischief he may do! Such a one
is partial in doing his office; such a one will put the poor by his right; such a
one will buy and sell a cause, a man, an interest Ð  will do or not do, as his
harmfulness prompts him to it. So is an evil ruler among the poorer people.
But now our Jesus, our High Priest, is holy, harmless; he will wrong no
man, he will deprive no man, he will contemn no man, he will deny no man
that comes to God by him, the benefit and advantage of his blessed
intercession; he respecteth not persons, nor taketh reward. A harmful man
will stomach, and hate, and prejudice a man, will wait for an opportunity to
do him mischief, will take the advantage, if he can, to deny him his right,
and keep from him his due, when yet it is in the power of his hand to help
him. Oh! but Christ is harmless, harmless as a dove! He thinks no ill, doth
no ill; but graciously, innocently, harmlessly, makes intercession for thee;
nor will he be prevailed with to prejudice thy person, or to forbear to take up
thy name into his lips, be thy infirmities, and weaknesses, and provocations
ever so many, if thou indeed comest to God by him. He is holy, and
harmless, and so the more fit to become our High Priest, and to make
intercession for us.

3. But again, this is not all; he is also Undefiled. “For such an High Priest
became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled.º This term is put in to show
that he neither is, nor can be found, neither now, nor at any time, faulty in
his office. A man that is holy may yet be defiled; a man that is harmless
may yet be defiled. We are bid to be holy and harmless; and in a gospel
sense so every Christian is. Oh! but Christ is so in a legal sense; in the eye
of the law, perfectly so. This is a great matter; for it shows, that as nothing
done by us can tempt him to be hurtful to us, so there is nothing in himself
that can tempt him to be so. A man that is defiled, has that within him that
will put him upon using his office unfaithfully, though he should have no
provocation from those for whose good he is to execute his office; but he
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that is undefiled Ð  undefiled in a law sense, as our Lord Jesus is Ð  is such
a one as doth not only not do hurt, and not act falsely in his office, but one
that cannot, one that knoweth not how to be unfaithful in his trust. He is
holy, harmless, undefiled: this, therefore, is a great thing. He has not the
original of hurtfulness in him; there is no such root in him. There is a root
of bitterness springing up in us, by which, not only ourselves, but oft-times
others are defiled. Oh! but our High Priest is undefiled; he is not corrupt,
nor corrupteth; he doth his office fairly, faithfully, holily, justly Ð
according to, or answering our necessities, and the trust reposed in him and
committed to him. But,

4. This is not all. As he is holy, harmless, and undefiled; so he is ªseparate
from sinners,º both in his conception, in his composition, and the place
ordained for him to execute this part of his high priest' s office in. He was
not conceived in the womb by carnal generation; he was not made up of
polluted and defiled nature; he officiateth not with those materials that are
corrupt., stained or imperfect, but with those that are unspotted; even with
the spotless sacrifice of his own unblemished offering. He, nor his offering,
has any such taint as had the priests and their sacrifices under the law,
namely, sin and imperfection; he is separate from them in this respect,
further than is an angel from a beast. He has none of the qualities, actions,
or inclinations of sinners: his ways are only his own; he never saw them,
nor learned them but of the Father. There is none upright among men;
wherefore, he is separated from them to be a priest.

As he is thus, so again, he is said to be higher than the heavens. ªFor such
an High Priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from
sinners, and made higher than the heavens.º The text saith, that neither
saint, nor heavens, are clean in God' s sight. “Behold, he put no trust in his
servants, and his angels he charged with folly:” and again, “Behold, he
putteth no trust in his saints; yea, the heavens are not clean in his sight.º
Wherefore, by this expression, he shows us, that our High Priest is more
noble than either heaven or angel; yea, more clean and perfect than any. Ð
It shows us also, that all the heavenly host are at his command, to do as his
intercession shall prevail with the Father for us. All angels worship him,
and at his word they become, they all become, ministering spirits for them
who shall be heirs of salvation.

Besides, by this word he shows that it is impossible that our High Priest
should degenerate or decay; for he is made higher than the heavens. The
spirits, in the heavens, sometimes, have degenerated; the heavens themselves
decay and wax old; and that is the farthest that, by the word, we are admitted to
go. But as for him that is above the heavens, that is made higher than the
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heavens, that is ascended up far above all heavens; he is the same and his years
fail not, “the same yesterday, to-day, and forever.”

This, therefore, is added, to show that Christ is neither as the angels nor
heavens, subject to decay or degenerate, or to flag and grow cold in the
execution of his office; but that he will be found, even at the last, when he is
come to the end of his work, and is about to come out of the holy place, as
affectionate, as full of love, as willing, and desirous after our salvation, as
he was the first moment that he was made High Priest, and took upon him
to execute that blessed office for us.

Wherefore, our High Priest is no such one as you read of in the law. He is
no dwarf, hath no blemish, nor any imperfection; therefore is not subject to
flag or fail in the due execution of his office, but is “able to save to the
uttermost them that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make
intercession for them.”

And it is well worth our consideration, that it is said he is “made” thus; that
is, appointed, instituted, called, and qualified thus of God. This shows the
Father’ s heart as well as the Son’ s, to us-ward, that this priesthood was of
him, and the glorious effects thereof by him. “Let us, therefore, come
boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to
help in time of need.”


