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CHAPTER 9

FINAL APPLICATION

THE THIRD USE. If justifying righteousness be alone to be found in the
person of Jesus Christ, then this shews us the sad condition of two sorts
of men —

(1.) Of those that hang in doubt betwixt Christ and the law.

(2.) Of those that do professedly make denial of the sufficiency of this
most blessed righteousness.

The first sort, though they may seek life, yet, thus continuing, are never
like to find it. Wherefore? Because they seek it not by faith, but, as it
were, by the works of the law. Indeed, they will not be merit-mongers;
they will not wholly trust to the law; they will partly venture on Christ,
and partly trust to the law. Well, but therefore they shall be damned,
because they trust to Christ but in part, and in part, as it were, to the
works of the law; for such sinners make Christ but a Savior in part — why
then should he be their Savior in whole? No, because they halt between
Christ and the law, therefore they shall fall between Christ and the law;
yea, because they will trust to their works in part, they shall be but almost
saved by Christ. Let not that man think that he shall obtain any thing from
the Lord. What man? Why, he that doubteth or wavereth in his mind about
the truth of the mercy of God in Christ. Therefore the exhortation is,

“But let him ask in faith; for he that wavereth (or, that halteth
between the law and Christ for life) is like a wave of the sea, driven
of the wind and tossed,” <590106>James 1:6, 7.

In conclusion, he resteth nowhere — “a double-minded man is unstable in
all his ways.” This man, therefore, must miscarry; he must not see the
good land that flows with milk and honey; no, let him not have a thought
of life in his heart; let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of
the Lord.
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This was the case of many in the primitive times, for whose sake this
caution was written; for the devout and religious Jew and proselyte, when
they fell away from the word of the gospel, they did not fall to those gross
and abominable pollutions in which the open profane, like sows and
swine, do wallow, but they fell from the grace of God to the law; or, at
least, did rest betwixt them both, doubting of the sufficiency of either; and
thus, being fearful, they distrust; wherefore, being found at length
unbelieving, they are reputed of God abominable, as murderers,
whoremongers, sorcerers, idolators, and liars (<662108>Revelation 21:8); and so
must have their portion in the lake (with them) that burns with fire and
brimstone. The reason is, because where Christ is rejected sin remaineth,
and so the wrath of God for sin. Neither will he be a Savior in part; he must
be all thy salvation, or none —

“Let not that man think that he shall receive
any thing of the Lord,” <590107>James 1:7.

Not any thing. There is no promise for him, no pardon for him, no heaven
for him, no salvation for him, no escaping of his fire! What condition is
this man in! Yet he is a religious man, for he prays; he is a seeking man, a
desiring man, for he prays; but he halts between two, he leaneth to his
righteousness, and committeth iniquity. He is afraid to venture all upon
the Lord Jesus Christ. Let not that man think of receiving any thing from
the Lord.

Yet the words suggest that he is apt to think he shall receive something,
because God is merciful, because his promise is great; but this expectation
is by this word cut off, and this sinner is cast away. Let not that man
think, let him forbear to think, of having anything at the hand of God. The
Israelites thought to go up to the land the day after they had despised it.
Agag thought the bitterness of death was past even that day in which he
was hewn to pieces. Rechab and Baanah his brother thought to have
received reward of David that day they were hanged over the pool in
Hebron. “Let not that man think that he shall receive anything of the
Lord,” <041440>Numbers 14:40, 41; <091532>1 Samuel 15:32, 33; <100412>2 Samuel 4:12.

2. As for those that do professedly make denial of the sufficiency of this
most blessed righteousness, the whole book is conviction to them, and
shall assuredly, if it come to their hands, rise up in judgment against them.
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They have rejected the wisdom and mercy of God; they have rejected the
means of their salvation; they have trampled upon the blood of the Son of
God; wherefore judgment waiteth for them, and fiery indignation, which
shall devour the adversaries.

To conclude. One word also to you that are neglecters of Jesus Christ:
“How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation?” Here, then, we
may see how we ought to judge of all such persons as neglect the Lord
Jesus, under what guise, name, or notion soever they be. We ought, I say,
to judge of such, that they are at present in a state of condemnation; of
condemnation,

“because they have not believed in the only begotten Son of God,”
<430318>John 3:18.

It is true, there is no man more at ease in his mind (with such ease as it is)
than the man that hath not closed with the Lord Jesus, but is shut up in
unbelief. Oh! but that is the man that stands convict before God, and that
is bound over to the great assize; that is the man whose sins are still his
own, and upon whom the wrath of God abideth, <430336>John 3:36; for the ease
and peace of such, though it keep them far from fear, is but like to that of
the secure thief, that is ignorant that the constable standeth at the door; the
first sight of an officer makes his peace to give up the ghost. Ah, how
many thousands that can now glory that they never were troubled for sin
against God; I say, how many be there that God will trouble worse than he
troubled cursed Achan, because their peace (though false, and of the devil)
was rather chosen by them than peace by Jesus Christ, than

“peace with God by the blood of his cross,”
<510120>Colossians 1:20.

Awake, careless sinners, awake! and arise from the dead, and Christ shall
give you light. Content not yourselves either with sin or righteousness, if
you be destitute of Jesus Christ (<490514>Ephesians 5:14); but cry, cry, oh cry
to God for light to see your condition by; for light in the word of God, for
therein is the righteousness of God revealed. Cry, therefore, for light to see
this righteousness by; it is a righteousness of Christ’s finishing, of God’s
accepting, and that which alone can save the soul from the stroke of eternal
justice, <450117>Romans 1:17.
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There are six things that on man’s part are the cause he receiveth not the
gospel of Christ, and so life by him.

1. They see not their state by nature, how polluted they are with original
sin, <490202>Ephesians 2:2.

2. They see not the justice of God against sin; they know not him that
hath said,

“Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will recompense,”
<581030>Hebrews 10:30.

3. They cannot see the beauty of Jesus Christ, <470404>2 Corinthians 4:4.

4. Unbelief being mighty in them, they dare not venture their souls with
Jesus Christ (<662108>Revelation 21:8); they dare not trust to his righteousness,
and to that only. For,

5. Their carnal reason also sets itself against the word of faith, and cannot
stoop to the grace of Jesus Christ, <460214>1 Corinthians 2:14.

6. They love to have honor one of another (<430544>John 5:44); they love to be
commended for their own vain-glorious righteousness; and the fools think
that because they are commended of men, they shall be commended of
God also: “How can you believe, who seek honor one of another, and seek
not the honor that cometh from God only.” This last thing — to wit,
desire of vain-glory, is the bane of thousands; it is the legalist’s bane, it is
the civilian’s bane, it is the formalist’s bane, yea, which yet is stranger, it
is the bane of the vicious and debauched also; for though there be a
generation that, to one’s thinking, have not regard to righteousness, yet
watch them narrowly, and they have their times of doing something that
looks like good, and though possibly it be but seldom, yet this wretch
counteth that for the sake of that God accepteth him, and counteth his,
glorious righteousness.

I might add a seventh cause, which is, want of serious meditation upon
eternal judgment, and what shall follow. This consideration, did it take a
deep place in the heart, would doubtless produce these workings of spirit
after Jesus Christ for justification that now is wanting in the most of men.
This made Felix, yea, it makes the devils, tremble; and would, I say,
couldst thou deeply meditate, make thee start and turn thy wanton
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thoughts into heavy sighs after God’s mercy in Jesus Christ, lest thou also
come into their place of torment.

Before I conclude this use, I would lay down a few motives, if so be thou
mayest be prevailed with to look after thine own everlasting state.

1. Consider, God hath put man, above all the creatures in this visible
world, into a state of abiding for ever; they cannot be annihilated, they
shall never again be turned into nothing, but must live with God or the
devil for ever and ever. And though the scripture saith, “Man hath not
pre-eminence over a beast in his death,” yet the beast hath pre-eminence
above many men, for he shall not rise again to come into judgment as man
must, nor receive that dismal sentence for sin and transgression as man
shall; this, therefore, is worthy to be considered with seriousness of all
that have souls to be saved or damned — “They must one day come to
judgment,” there to stand before that Judge of all the earth whose eyes are
like a flame of fire, from the sight of which thou canst not hide one of thy
words, or thoughts, or actions, because thou wantest the righteousness of
God. The fire of his justice shall burn up all thy rags of righteousness
wherewith by the law thou hast clothed thyself, and will leave thee
nothing but a soul full of sin to bemoan, and eternal burnings to grapple
with. Oh, the burnings that will then beset sinners on every side, and that
will eat their flesh and torment their spirit with far more terror than if they
were stricken with scorpions! And observe it, the torment will there be
higher than other where there is the guilt of neglecting Jesus Christ, he
being indeed the Savior, and him that was sent on purpose to deliver men
from the wrath to come.

2. Consider, once past grace, and ever past grace. When the door is shut
against thee, it will open no more (<421301>Luke 13.), and then repentings,
desires, wishings, and wouldings, come all too late. Good may be done to
others, but to thee, none; and this shall be “because, even because thou
hast withstood the time of thy visitation,” and not received grace when
offered: “My God shall cast them away, because they did not hearken
unto him,” <421941>Luke 19:41-43; <280917>Hosea 9:17. Cain was driven out from the
presence of God, for aught I know, some hundreds of years before his
death; Ishmael was cast away after seventeen years of age; Esau lived
thirty or forty years after he had sold his birthright. Oh, many, very many
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are in this condition! for though God be gracious, yea, very gracious, yet
he will not be slighted nor abused always; there are plenty of sinners in the
world — if one will not, another will, <420837>Luke 8:37, 40. Christ was soon
repulsed by and sent away from the country of the Gadarenes; but on the
other side of the sea there were many ready with joy to receive him,
<441346>Acts 13:46-48. So when the Jews contradicted and blasphemed, “the
Gentiles gladly received the word.” Look to it, sinner, here is life and death
set before thee; life, if it be not too late to receive it; but if it be, it is not
too late for death to swallow thee up. And tell me, will it not be dreadful
to be carried from under the gospel to the damned, there to lie in endless
torment, because thou wouldst not be delivered therefrom? Will it be
comfort to thee to see the Savior turn Judge? to see him that wept and died
for the sin of the world now ease his mind on Christ-abhorring sinners by
rendering to them the just judgment of God? For all their abominable
filthiness, had they closed with Christ, they had been shrouded from the
justice of the law, and should not have come into condemnation, “but had
been passed from death to life;” but they would not take shelter there;
they would venture to meet the justice of God in its fury, wherefore now
it shall swallow them up for ever and ever. And let me ask further, is not
he a madman who, being loaded with combustible matter, will run headlong
into a fire upon a bravado? or, that being guilty of felony or murder, will
desperately run himself into the hand of the officer, as if the law, the
judge, the sentence, execution, were but a jest, or a thing to be played
withal? And yet thus mad are poor, wretched, miserable sinners, who
flying from Christ as if he were a viper, they are overcome, and cast off for
ever by the just judgment of the law. But ah! how poorly will these be
able to plead the virtues of the law to which they have cleaved, when God
shall answer them,

“Whom dost thou pass in beauty? go down, and be thou laid with
the uncircumcised,” <263219>Ezekiel 32:19.

Go down to hell, and there be laid with those that refused the grace of
God.

Sinners, take my advice, with which I shall conclude this use — Call often
to remembrance that thou hast a precious soul within thee; that thou art in
the way to thine end, at which thy precious soul will be in special
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concerned, it being then time to delay no longer, the time of reward being
come. I say again, bring thy end home; put thyself in thy thoughts into the
last day thou must live in this world, seriously arguing thus — How if this
day were my last? How if I never see the sun rise more? How if the first
voice that rings tomorrow morning in my heavy ears be, “Arise, ye dead,
and come to judgment?” Or, how if the next sight I see with mine eyes be
the Lord in the clouds, with all his angels, raining floods of fire and
brimstone upon the world? Am I in a case to be thus near mine end? to
hear this trump of God? or to see this great appearance of this great God,
and the Lord Jesus Christ? Will my profession, or the faith I think I have,
carry me through all the trials of God’s tribunal? Cannot his eyes, which
are as a flame of fire, see in my words, thoughts, and actions enough to
make me culpable of the wrath of God? Oh! how serious should sinners be
in this work of remembering things to come, of laying to their heart the
greatness and terror of that notable day of God Almighty, and in examining
themselves, how it is like to go with their souls when they shall stand
before the Judge indeed! To this end, God make this word effectual.
Amen.
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THE DOCTRINE OF

THE LAW AND GRACE
UNFOLDED;

OR, A DISCOURSE TOUCHING THE LAW AND GRACE; THE
NATURE OF THE ONE, AND THE NATURE OF THE OTHER;

SHOWING WHAT THEY ARE, AS THEY ARE THE TWO
COVENANTS; AND LIKEWISE, WHO THEY BE, AND WHAT

THEIR CONDITIONS ARE, THAT BE UNDER EITHER OF THESE
TWO COVENANTS:

Wherein, for the better understanding of the reader, there are several
questions answered touching the law and grace, very easy to be read, and
as easy to be understood, by those that are the sons of wisdom, the
children of the second covenant.

“For the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a better hope
did; by the which we draw nigh unto God” (<580719>Hebrews 7:19).

“Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the
deeds of the law” (<450328>Romans 3:28).

“To him [therefore] that worketh not, but believeth on Him that
justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness”

(<450405>Romans 4:5).

ADVERTISEMENT BY THE EDITOR.

It is difficult to understand those peculiar trials which called forth the
mighty energies of Bunyan’s mind, unless we are acquainted with the
times in which he lived. The trammels of statecraft and priestcraft had
been suddenly removed from religion, and men were left to form their own
opinions as to rites and ceremonies. In this state of abrupt liberty, some
wild enthusiasts ran into singular errors; and Bunyan’s first work on
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“Gospel Truths” was published to correct them. Then followed that alarm
to thoughtless souls — “A Few Sighs from Hell;” and, in 1659, as a
further declaration of the most important truths of revelation, this work on
the two covenants was sent forth to chastise error, and comfort the saints
of God. It was published many times during the author’s life; and since
then, to a late period, very large impressions have been circulated. Upon a
subject of such vast importance — upon which hangs all our eternal
interests — all our indescribable joys or sorrows in a future and never-
ending state — the requirements of our Creator — and His gracious
provision of pardoning mercy, upon our failing to keep His Law — these
are subjects of intense interest. How important is it that all our researches
into these solemn realities should be guided simply by the revealed will of
God! That was the fountain at which Bunyan drunk in all his knowledge;
and with simplicity, and most earnest desire to promote the glory of God
in the salvation of sinners, he here gives the result of his patient, prayerful,
painful investigation. The humble dependence upon Divine mercy which
the author felt is very striking. He was sensible of his want of education;
“no vain, whimsical, scholar-like terms” — no philosophy from Plato or
Aristotle. He felt, as to human teaching, his weakness, but proved that,
“when he was weak, then was he strong.” He claimed an interest in the
fervent prayers of his fellow saints — “My heart is vile, the devil lieth at
watch, trust myself I dare not; if God do not help me, my heart will
deceive me.” This was the proper spirit in which to enter upon so solemn
a subject; and the aid he sought was vouchsafed to him, and appears
throughout this important work. His first object is to define what is the
Law, a strict obedience to which is exacted upon all mankind. It was given
to Adam, and was afterwards more fully developed upon Mount Sinai. It
commands implicit, universal, perfect obedience, upon pain of eternal ruin.
He shows us that man, under the influence of that law, and while a
stranger to the Law of Grace, may repent and reform his conduct, become
a member of a Christian church, be a virgin waiting for his Lord, “but not
step even upon the lowest round of the ladder that reacheth to heaven.”
While man is a stranger to the new birth, “his destiny is the lion’s den;
yea, worse than that, to be thrown into Hell to the very devils.” Bunyan in
this, as well as all other of his works, is awfully severe upon those who
say, “Let us sin that grace may abound,” perverting the consolatory
doctrine of Divine grace to their souls” destruction. “What! because Christ
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is a Savior, wilt thou be a sinner! because His grace abounds, therefore
thou wilt abound in sin! O wicked wretch! rake Hell all over, and surely I
think thy fellow will scarce be found. If Christ will not serve their turn,
but they must have their sins too, take them, Devil; if Heaven will not
satisfy them, take them, Hell; devour them, burn them, Hell!” “Tell the
hogs of this world what a hog-sty is prepared for them, even such an one
as a God hath prepared to put the devil and his angels into.”

To the distressed, sin-beaten Christian, this book abounds with
consolation, and instructions how to overcome the devices of Satan, who
will plant the Ten Commandments, like ten great guns, to destroy thy
hopes. “Learn to outshoot the devil in his own bow, and to cut off his
head with his own sword. Doth Satan tell thee thou prayest but faintly
and with cold devotions? Answer him, I am glad you told me, I will trust
the more to Christ’s prayers, and groan, sigh, and cry more earnestly at
the Throne of Grace.” To such readers as have been driven to the verge of
despair by a fear of having committed the unpardonable sin, here is strong
consolation, and a very explicit scriptural definition of that awful crime.
Want of space prevents me adding more than my earnest desire that the
reading of this treatise may be productive of solid peace and comfort. —
ED.
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THE EPISTLE TO THE READER

READER,

IF at any time there be held forth by the preacher the freeness and fullness
of the Gospel, together with the readiness of the Lord of Peace to receive
those that have any desire thereto, presently it is the spirit of the world to
cry out, Sure this man disdains the law, slights the law, and counts that of
none effect; and all because there is not, together with the Gospel, mingled
the doctrine of the law, which is not a right dispensing of the Word
according to truth and knowledge. Again; if there be the terror, horror, and
severity of the law discovered to a people by the servants of Jesus Christ,
though they do not speak of it to the end people should trust to it, by
relying on it as it is a covenant of works; but rather that they should be
driven further from that covenant, even to embrace the tenders and
privileges of the second, yet, poor souls, because they are unacquainted
with the natures of these two covenants, or either of them, therefore,
“they say,” “Here is nothing but preaching of the law, thundering of the
law;” when, alas, if these two be not held forth — to wit, the Covenant of
Works and the Covenant of Grace, together with the nature of the one and
the nature of the other — souls will never be able either to know what
they are by nature or what they lie under. Also, neither can they
understand what grace is, nor how to come from under the law to meet
God in and through that other most glorious covenant, through which and
only through which, God can communicate of Himself grace, glory, yea,
even all the good things of another world.

I, having considered these things, together with others, have made bold to
present yet once more to thy view, my friend, something of the mind of
God, to the end, if it shall be but blessed to thee, thou mayest be benefited
thereby; for verily these things are not such as are ordinary and of small
concernment, but do absolutely concern thee to know, and that
experimentally too, if ever thou do partake of the glory of God through
Jesus Christ, and so escape the terror and insupportable vengeance that
will otherwise come upon thee through His justice, because of thy living
and dying in thy transgressions against the Law of God. And therefore,
while thou livest here below, it is thy duty, if thou wish thyself happy for
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the time to come, to give up thyself to the studying of these two
covenants treated of in the ensuing discourse; and so to study them until
thou, through grace, do not only get the notion of the one and of the other
in thy head, but until thou do feel the very power, life, and glory of the
one and of the other: for take this for granted, he that is dark as touching
the scope, intent, and nature of the law, is also dark as to the scope,
nature, and glory of the Gospel; and also he that hath but a notion of the
one, will barely have any more than a notion of the other.

And the reason is this: because so long as people are ignorant of the nature
of the law, and of their being under it — that is, under the curse and
condemning power of it, by reason of their sin against it — so long they
will be careless, and negligent as to the inquiring after the true knowledge
of the Gospel. Before the commandment came — that is, in the
spirituality of it — Paul was alive — that is, thought himself safe; which
is clear, (<450709>Romans 7:9, 10 compared with <500305>Philippians 3:5-11, etc). But
when that came, and was indeed discovered unto him by the Spirit of the
Lord, then Paul dies (<450701>Romans 7) to all his former life (<500301>Philippians 3)
and that man which before could content himself to live, though ignorant
of the Gospel, cries out now,

“I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of
Christ Jesus my Lord” (<500308>Philippians 3:8).

Therefore, I say, so long they will be ignorant of the nature of the Gospel,
and how glorious a thing it is to be found within the bounds of it; for we
use to say, that man that knoweth not himself to be sick, that man will not
look out for himself a physician; and this Christ knew full well when He
saith, “The whole have no need of the physician, but the sick;” fa1 that is,
none will in truth desire the physician unless they know they be sick.
That man also that hath got but a notion of the law — a notion, that is, the
knowledge of it in the head, so as to discourse and talk of it — if he hath
not felt the power of it, and that effectually too, it is to be feared will at
the best be but a notionist in the Gospel; he will not have the experimental
knowledge of the same in his heart; nay, he will not seek nor heartily
desire after it; and all because, as I said before, he hath not experience of
the wounding, cutting, killing nature of the other.
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I say, therefore, if thou wouldst know the authority and power of the
Gospel, Labor first to know the power and authority of the law; for I am
verily persuaded that the want of this one thing — namely, the knowledge
of the law, is one cause why so many are ignorant of the other. That man
that doth know the law doth not know in deed and in truth that he is a
sinner; and that man that doth not know he is a sinner, doth not know
savingly that there is a Savior.

Again; that man that doth not know the nature of the law, that man doth
not know the nature of sin; and that man that knoweth not the nature of
sin, will not regard to know the nature of a Savior; this is proved (<430831>John
8:31-36). These people were professors, and yet did not know the truth
— the Gospel; and the reason was, because they did not know themselves,
and so not the law. I would not have thee mistake me, Christian reader; I
do not say that the law of itself will lead any soul to Jesus Christ; but the
soul being killed by the law, through the operation of its severity seizing
on the soul, then the man, if he be enlightened by the Spirit of Christ to
see where remedy is to be had, will not, through grace, be contented
without the real and saving knowledge through faith of Him.

If thou wouldst, then, wash thy face clean, first take a glass and see where
it is dirty; that is, if thou wouldst indeed have thy sins washed away by
the blood of Christ, Labor first to see them in the glass of the law, and do
not be afraid to see thy besmeared condition, but look on every spot thou
hast; for he that looks on the foulness of his face by the halves, will wash
by the halves; even so, he that looks on his sins by the halves, he will seek
for Christ by the halves. Reckon thyself, therefore, I say, the biggest
sinner in the world, and be persuaded that there is none worse than
thyself; then let the guilt of it seize on thy heart, then also go in that case
and condition to Jesus Christ, and plunge thyself into His merits and the
virtue of His blood; and after that, thou shalt speak of the things of the
law and of the Gospel experimentally, and the very language of the
children of God shall feelingly drop from thy lips, and not till then
(<590101>James 1).

Let this therefore learn thee thus much: he that hath not seen his lost
condition hath not seen a safe condition; he that did never see himself in
the devil’s snare, did never see himself in Christ’s bosom. “This my Son
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was dead, and is alive again: he was lost, and is found.” “Among whom we
also had our conversation in time past.” F2 “But now are (so many of us as
believe) returned unto” Jesus Christ, “the” chief “Shepherd and Bishop of
your souls.”

I say, therefore, if thou do find in this treatise, in the first place, something
touching the nature, end, and extent of the law, do not thou cry out,
therefore, all of a sudden, saying, “Here is nothing but the terror, horror,
and thundering sentences of the law.”

Again; if thou do find in the second part of this discourse something of the
freeness and fullness of the Gospel, do not thou say neither, “Here is
nothing but grace, therefore, surely, an undervaluing of the law.” No; but
read it quite through, and so consider of it; and I hope thou shalt find the
two covenants — which all men are under, either the one or the other —
discovered, and held forth in their natures, ends, bounds, together with the
state and condition of them that are under the one, and of them that are
under the other.

There be some that through ignorance do say how that such men as preach
terror and amazement to sinners are beside the book, and are ministers of
the letter — the law, and not of the Spirit — the Gospel; but I would
answer them, citing them to the Sixteenth of Luke, from the nineteenth
verse to the end; and (<460609>1 Corinthians 6:9, 10; <480310>Galatians 3:10;
<450309>Romans 3:9-19) only this caution I would give by the way, how that
they which preach terror to drive souls to the obtaining of salvation by the
works of the law, that preaching is not the right Gospel preaching; yet
when saints speak of the sad state that man are in by nature, to discover to
souls their need of the Gospel, this is honest preaching, and he that doth
do so, he doth the work of a Gospel minister (<450309>Romans 3:9-25).

Again, there are others that say, because we do preach the free, full, and
exceeding grace discovered in the Gospel, therefore we make void the law;
when indeed, unless the Gospel be held forth in the glory thereof without
confusion, by mingling the Covenant of Works therewith, the law cannot
be established. “Do we then make void the law through faith,” or
preaching of the Gospel; nay, stay, saith Paul, “God forbid: yea, we
establish the law” (<450331>Romans 3:31). And verily, he that will indeed
establish the law, or set it in its own place, for so I understand the words,
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must be sure to hold forth the Gospel in its right color and nature; for if a
man be ignorant of the nature of the Gospel and the Covenant of Grace,
they, or he, will be very apt to remove the law out of its place, and that
because they are ignorant, not knowing “what they say, nor whereof they
affirm.”

And let me tell you, if a man be ignorant of the Covenant of Grace, and the
bounds and boundlessness of the Gospel, though he speak and make
mention of the name of the Father, and of the Son, and also of the name of
the new covenant, and the blood of Christ, yet at this very time, and in
these very words, he will preach nothing but the law, and that as a
Covenant of Works.

Reader, I must confess it is a wonderfully mysterious thing, and he had
need have a wiser spirit than his own that can rightly set these two
covenants in their right places, that when he speaks of the one he doth not
jostle the other out of its place. O, to be so well enlightened as to speak of
the one — that is, the law — for to magnify the Gospel; and also to speak
of the Gospel so as to establish, and yet not to idolize, the law, nor any
particular thereof! It is rare, and to be heard and found but in very few
men’s breasts. If thou shouldst say, What is it to speak to each of these
two covenants so as to set them in their right places, and also to use the
terror of the one so as to magnify and advance the glory of the other? To
this I shall answer also, read the ensuing discourse, but with an
understanding heart, and it is like thou wilt find a reply therein to the same
purpose, which may be to thy satisfaction.

Reader, if thou do find this book empty of fantastical expressions, and
without light, vain, whimsical, scholar-like terms, thou must understand it
is because I never went to school to Aristotle, or Plato, but was brought
up at my father’s house, in a very mean condition, among a company of
poor countrymen. But if thou do find a parcel of plain, yet sound, true,
and home sayings, attribute that to the Lord Jesus His gifts and abilities,
which He hath bestowed upon such a poor creature as I am and have been.
And if thou, being a seeing Christian, dost find me coming short, though
rightly touching at some things, attribute that either to my brevity, or, if
thou wilt, to my weaknesses, for I am full of them. A word or two more,
and so I shall have done with this.
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First. And the first is, Friend, if thou do not desire the salvation of thy
soul, yet I pray thee to read this book over with serious consideration; it
may be it will stir up in thee some desires to look out after it, which at
present thou mayest be without.

Secondly, If thou dost find any stirrings in thy heart by thy reading such
an unworthy man’s works as mine are, be sure that in the first place thou
give glory to God, and give way to thy convictions, and be not too hasty
in getting them off from thy conscience; but let them so work till thou dost
see thyself by nature void of all graces, as faith, hope, knowledge of God,
Christ, and the Covenant of Grace.

Thirdly, Then, in the next place, fly in all haste to Jesus Christ, thou being
sensible of thy lost condition without Him, secretly persuading of thy
soul that Jesus Christ standeth open-armed to receive thee, to wash away
thy sins, to clothe thee with His righteousness, and is willing, yea, heartily
willing, to present thee before the presence of the glory of God and among
the innumerable company of angels with exceeding joy. This being thus, in
the next place, do not satisfy thyself with these secret and first
persuasions, which do or may encourage thee to come to Jesus Christ; but
be restless till thou dost find by blessed experience the glorious glory of
this the second covenant extended unto thee, and sealed upon thy soul
with the very Spirit of the Lord Jesus Christ.

And that thou mayest not slight this my counsel, I beseech thee, in the
second place, consider these following things —

First, If thou dost get off thy convictions, and not the right way (which is
by seeing thy sins washed away by the blood of Jesus Christ), it is a
question whether ever God will knock at thy heart again or no; but rather
say, such an one “is joined to idols, let him alone” (<280417>Hosea 4:17). Though
he be in a natural state, “let him alone.” Though he be in or under the curse
of the law, “let him alone.” Though he be in the very hand of the devil, “let
him alone.” Though he be a-going post-haste to Hell, “let him alone.”
Though his damnation will not only be damnation for sins against the law,
but also for slighting the Gospel, yet “let him alone.” My Spirit, My
ministers, My Word, My grace, My mercy, My love, My pity, My
common providence’s, shall no more strive with him; “let him alone.” O
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sad! O miserable! who would slight convictions that are on their souls,
which (if not slighted) tend so much for their good?

Secondly, If thou shalt not regard how thou do put off convictions, but
put them off without the precious blood of Christ being savingly applied
to thy soul, thou art sure to have the mis-spending of that conviction to
prove the hardening of thy heart against the next time thou art to hear the
Word preached or read. This is commonly seen, that those souls that have
not regarded those convictions that are at first set upon their spirits, do
commonly, and that by the just judgments of God upon them, grow more
hard, more senseless, more seared and sottish in their spirits; for some,
who formerly would quake and weep, and relent under the hearing of the
Word, do now for the present sit so senseless, so seared, and hardened in
their consciences, that certainly if they should have hell-fire thrown in
their faces, as it sometimes cried up in their ears, they would scarce be
moved; and this comes upon them as a just judgment of God (<530211>2
Thessalonians 2:11, 12).

Thirdly, If thou do slight these, or those convictions that may be set upon
thy heart by reading of this discourse, or hearing of any other good man
preach the Word of God sincerely, thou wilt have the stifling of these or
those convictions to account and answer for at the day of judgment; not
only thy sins, that are commonly committed by thee in thy calling and
common discourse, but thou shalt be called to a reckoning for slighting
convictions, disregarding of convictions, which God useth as a special
means to make poor sinners see their lost condition and the need of a
Savior. Now here I might add many more considerations besides these, to
the end thou mayest be willing to tend and listen to convictions; as,

First, Consider thou hast a precious soul, more worth than the whole
world; and this is commonly worked upon, if ever it be saved, by
convictions.

Secondly, This soul is for certain to go to Hell, if thou shalt be a slighter of
convictions.

Thirdly, If that go to Hell, thy body must go thither too, and then never to
come out again. “Now consider this, ye that” are apt to “forget God,” and
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His convictions, “lest He tear you in pieces, and there be none to deliver”
(<195022>Psalm 50:22).

But if thou shalt be such an one that shall, notwithstanding thy reading of
thy misery, and also of God’s mercy, shall persist to go on in thy sins,
know, in the first place, that here thou shalt be left, by the things that thou
readest, without excuse; and in the world to come thy damnation will be
exceedingly aggravated for thy not regarding of them, and turning from thy
sins, which were not only reproved by them, but also for rejecting of that
Word of Grace that did instruct thee how and which way thou shouldst be
saved from them. And so farewell; I shall leave thee, and also this
discourse, to God, who I know will pass a righteous judgment both upon
that and thee. I am yours, though not to serve your lusts and filthy minds,
yet to reprove, instruct, and, according to that proportion of faith and
knowledge which God hath given me, to declare unto you the way of life
and salvation. Your judgings, railings, surmisings, and disdaining of me,
that I shall leave till the fiery judgment comes, in which the offender shall
not go unpunished, be he you or me; yet I shall pray for you, wish well to
you, and do you what good I can. And that I might not write or speak in
vain, Christian, pray for me to our God with much earnestness, fervency,
and frequently, in all your knockings at our Father’s door, because I do
very much stand in need thereof; for my work is great, my heart is vile, the
devil lieth at watch, the world would fain be saying, “Aha, aha, thus we
would have it;” and of myself, keep myself I cannot; trust myself I dare
not; if God do not help me, I am sure it will not be long before my heart
deceive me, and the world would have their advantage of me, and so God
be dishonored by me, and thou also ashamed to own me. O, therefore, be
much in prayer for me, thy fellow! I trust, in that glorious grace that is
conveyed from Heaven to sinners, by which they are not only sanctified
here in this world, but shall be glorified in that which is to come; unto
which, the Lord of His mercy bring us all.

JOHN BUNYAN.


